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The altar kneelers pictured throughout the parish 
profile were designed by Liz Hungerford, an early St 
Johnôs member. They were stitched by numerous 
volunteers.
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Mission Statement:
We, the family of the Episcopal Church of St John the Baptist, are a 
diverse community of faithful people striving to serve God through 

our common worship, education and fellowship. 
We endeavor to welcome, support, and provide a spiritual home for 

all of Godôs people.
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St Johnôs History

The Rev Norman Burke proposed 
establishing a new Episcopal congregation in 
what was then a predominantly rural northwest 
Phoenix in 1976.  Prospective parishioners were 
surveyed, and 2700 door - to -door calls were 
made by members of several Episcopal 
congregations along with volunteers from a 
nearby Lutheran church.

St John the Baptist was founded in 1976 and 
moved to its present location in 1984. 

Chilton Hall was added in 2000

The goal for members of this new parish became 
ñPreparing the way of the Lordò.  The first service of 
the newly formed Episcopal Church of St John the 
Baptist was held on June 25, 1978 in the Estes 
Homes Sales Pavilion at 29th Ave and Bell Rd.         
Fr Burke would be St John's vicar and first rector.  
Our current congregation includes a core group who 
attended the first service and remain active 
parishioners at St John's.

Names and other text in bold print on a page refers to 
pictures found on that page of the profile
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St Johnôs History
St John the Baptist continued to meet and 

grow at the Estes Homes Pavilion and later in 
a modular unit located on nearby land owned 
by the Diocese of Arizona.  A capital funds 
drive led to purchase of new, larger property 
and to the dedication and consecration of the 
new St John the Baptist church at our current 
location on April 29, 1984.  St John's 
parishioners took possession of the newly 
constructed Chilton Hall, our educational 
building, in February 2000. It currently 
provides meeting space for Starshine 
Academy, which is a local charter school.

The image of Christ on a cross has always been a 
central focus of worship at St Johnôs
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Community
St John the Baptist is located in the 

northwest part of the City of Phoenix.  The 
Valley of the Sun consists of Glendale and many 
other cities and towns, with Phoenix at their 
hub.  

A key feature of the Valley is the presence of 
many mountains, desert parks and wilderness 
areas throughout this large, thriving 
metropolitan area. In addition to these open 
spaces, the valley provides a wide variety of 
cultural and recreational opportunities including 
museums, art galleries, theater, sports, zoos, 
parks, universities, and much more.  

Links to web sites for some of these can be 
found on the following pages.

St Johnôs Web Site is at www.stjohnsaz.org

The community surrounding St Johnôs will 
continue to grow in population during the next 
several years.  Though the community is now 
predominantly White, the Hispanic population will 
increase in prevalence in the near future.  Single 
parent households are also on the increase.  

Approximately two thirds of the population is 
employed in white collar jobs.  The number of 
children of elementary and middle school age will 
increase in the next few years, as will the 
population of adults over age 55.  Median 
household income is currently $66,000 in the 
surrounding area, and it is expected to rise by 
more than 15% in five years.


